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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BONN 13462 241442Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 EB-08 DPW-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 HA-05 10-13 /110W 

037143 242314Z/70 

R 241316Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 513 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USLO PEKING 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 13462 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, EAID, VN GW 

SUBJECT: NGUYEN CO THACH VISIT TO BONN: BILATERAL TALKS 
REFS: A) BONN 13397; B) STATE 179590 

1 . BILATERAL TALKS DURING THE VISIT LAST WEEK OF SRV 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER THACH CENTERED ON THE QUESTION 
OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. ONCE AGAIN, HOWEVER, EFFORTS TO 
NEGOTIATE A BILATERAL FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL 
AID FOUNDERED ON THE BERLIN CLAUSE. 

2. THACH ARRIVED WITH A DRAFT TEXT WHICH CONTAINED A 
NUMBER OF CONCESSIONS. HE ALSO MADE CLEAR THAT HE WISHED 
TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT DURING HIS VISIT. HE WAS NOT, 

HOWEVER, PREPARED TO GO BEYOND THE FRANK-FAT JN CLAUSE. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 13462 241442Z 

(THIS IS THE 1972 COMPROMISE FORMULATION ON BERLIN 
DEVELOPED BY THE FRG AND THE USSR WHICH READS: IN 
CONFORMITY WITH THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT, THIS TREATY 
WILL BE EXTENDED TO BERLIN (WEST) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES.) THIS FORMULATION IS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO BONN IN AGREEMENTS OTHER THAN WITH EASTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. AS A COMPROMISE, THE GERMANS 
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PROPOSED THAT THE SRV ACCEPT THE AUSTRIAN SOLUTION OF 
THE USE OF THE LAND BERLIN IN THE AGREEMENT, FOLLOWED 
BY THE UNILATERAL PUBLICATION OF AN INTERPRETIVE NOTE 
SAYING THAT THE REFERENCE APPLIES ONLY TO THE WESTERN 
SECTORS OF BERLIN.THACH DEMURRED AND THE MATTER WAS 
LEFT UNRESOLVED. 

3. FOR THE RECORD, THE FRG IS PREPARED TO SIGN AN 
AGREEMENT FOR DM 3 TO 5 MILLION OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

4. THACH ALSO ASKED THE FRG TO RETURN TO DA NANG AND 
HUE TO RENEW ADMINISTRATION OF THE HOSPITALS THERE. 

THE SRV WOULD PREFER THIS BE DONE THROUGH PRIVATE 
CHANNELS USING MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS RATHER THAN 
GOVERNMENT CHANNELS. 

5. SENIOR GERMAN OFFICIALS DESCRIBED THACH AS A MAN 
OF BROAD DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE WITH CONSIDERABLE ALL 
AROUND ABILITY AND KNOWLEDGE OF FOREIGN LANGUATES. 

HE SPOKE CONTANTLY OF THE POSSIBILITY OF WAR WITH CHINA. 
MEEHAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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